






“Draw near to God,  and he will draw near to 
you.   Cleanse your hands,  you sinners,  and 
purify your hearts,  you double-minded.  

Be wretched and mourn and weep.   Let your 
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. 

Humble yourselves before the Lord,  and he 
will exalt you.”   ESV



“It is actually 
reported that there is sexual immorality among 
you,  and of a kind that is not tolerated even 
among pagans,  for a man has his father's wife. 

And you are arrogant!    Ought you not rather 
to mourn?   Let him who has done this be 
removed from among you.

My eyes shed streams of tears, 
because people do not keep your law.” ESV



The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,  
because the Lord has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor;   he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted,  to proclaim liberty to the 
captives,  and the opening of the prison to those 
who are bound;  

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,  and 
the day of vengeance of our God;   to comfort all 
who mourn;” ESV



“to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give 
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,  the oil 
of gladness instead of mourning,  the garment of 
praise instead of a faint spirit;    that they may be 
called oaks of righteousness,  the planting of the 
Lord,  that he may be glorified.” ESV

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;   a broken 
and contrite heart,  O God,  you will not despise.”  ESV



For I know my transgressions,  and 
my sin is ever before me.

Against you,  you only,  have I 
sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight,  so that you may be justified in 
your words and blameless in your 
judgment.  ESV



Also on your skirts is found  the 
lifeblood of the guiltless poor;   you did not 
find them breaking in.    Yet in spite of all 
these things

you say,  'I am innocent;   surely his 
anger has turned from me.’    Behold,  I will 
bring you to judgment for saying,  'I have 
not sinned.”  ESV



“Go,  and proclaim these 
words toward the north,   and say,    "'Return,  
faithless Israel,  declares the Lord.   I will not look 
on you in anger,  for I am merciful,  declares the 
Lord;  I will not be angry forever.   

Only acknowledge your guilt,  that you 
rebelled against the Lord your God and scattered 
your favors among foreigners under every green 
tree,  and that you have not obeyed my voice, 
declares the Lord.”  ESV



“And the Lord said to him,  "Pass 
through the city,  through Jerusalem,  and put a mark on 
the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all 
the abominations that are committed in it.”  ESV

"Yet even now,"  declares the Lord,  
"return to me with all your heart,  with fasting,  with 
weeping,  and with mourning;  

and rend your hearts and not your garments."  
Return to the Lord,  your God,  for he is gracious and 
merciful,  slow to anger,  and abounding in steadfast 
love;   and he relents over disaster.”   ESV



The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,  
because the Lord has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor;   he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted,  to proclaim liberty to the 
captives,  and the opening of the prison to those 
who are bound;  

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,  and 
the day of vengeance of our God;   to comfort all 
who mourn;” ESV



“to grant to those who mourn in 
Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of 
ashes,  the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  the 
garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;    that they 
may be called oaks of righteousness,  the planting of 
the Lord,  that he may be glorified.” ESV

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem,  
whose name was Simeon,  and this man was 
righteous and devout,  waiting for the consolation of 
Israel,  and the Holy Spirit was upon him.”  ESV




